
REGULAR MEETING OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE 
 

CITY OF PORT NECHES 
 

4:00 P.M.                                                                                         February 2, 2017 
 
MEETING 
 

The regular meeting was called to order at 4:00 p.m. by Mayor Johnson at Port Neches City Hall, 
1005 Merriman Street, Port Neches, Texas with the following members in attendance to wit: 
 
Glenn Johnson, Mayor 
Robert Arnold, Mayor Pro Tem 
Chris McMahon, Councilmember 
John Davenport, Councilmember 
Julie Gauthier, Councilmember 
 
Also present: 
Andre’ Wimer, City Manager 
Rene Birdsong, Assistant City Secretary 
Pete Steele, City Attorney 
 
Absent: 
Adam Anders, Councilmember 

 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE AND INVOCATION 
 

Mayor Johnson led the Pledge of Allegiance and gave the invocation. 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

 
Mayor Pro Tem Arnold made a motion to approve the minutes of the regular meeting held 
January 19, 2017, seconded by Councilmember Gauthier.  MOTION PASSED BY UNANIMOUS 
VOTE.   

 
PROCLAMATIONS 
 

There were no proclamations at this time. 
 
AGENDA ITEM 7 - QUARTERLY REPORT FROM THE PORT NECHES CHAMBER OF COMMERCE 

 
Debbie Plaia and Paul Lemoine were present at the City Council meeting to present the 
Quarterly Report for the Port Neches Chamber of Commerce to the City Council. 
 
NO ACTION TAKEN. 
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AGENDA ITEM 8 - APPROVAL OF THE 2016 RACIAL PROFILING REPORT FOR THE POLICE DEPARTMENT 
 
The City Council was provided with the 2016 Racial Profiling Report for the Police Department.  
The City Manager informed the City Council that this report is required by Senate Bill No. 1074, 
passed by the 77th Texas Legislature.  He stated that the law requires this report to be filed with 
the Mayor and City Council no later than March 1 of each year.  The City Manager informed the 
City Council that Chief Lemoine concludes in his report that analysis of data indicated no racial 
profiling by the Port Neches Police Department.  
 
Councilmember McMahon made a motion to approve the 2016 Racial Profiling Report, 
seconded by Councilmember Davenport.  MOTION PASSED BY UNANIMOUS VOTE.    

AGENDA ITEM 9 - APPROVAL OF THE 2017 STREET PROJECTS 
 
The City Council was provided with the proposed 2017 street projects list.  The City Manager 
informed the City Council that City staff annually compiles a list of streets to be chip sealed 
based upon roadway condition, usage, coordination or conflict with other infrastructure 
projects, etc.   The City Manager stated that this work is accomplished with the assistance 
provided by Jefferson County Precinct 2 personnel and equipment.   The City Manager stated 
that the recommended list equates to approximately three (3) miles of streets which is 
somewhat less than the typical amount of work performed.  He noted that the City Council 
retains the authority to modify the proposed list recognizing that the overall amount of work 
can be in the five (5) mile range, which is generally the typical quantity of streets.  He stated for 
the current year, however, the three (3) miles of streets has been prepared due to budgetary 
considerations and the anticipated number of other projects that will be undertaken this year. 
 
Mayor Pro Tem Arnold made a motion to approve the proposed 2017 streets projects list, 
seconded by Councilmember Gauthier.  MOTION PASSED BY UNANIMOUS VOTE.    

 
AGENDA ITEM 10 - RENEWAL OF AN AGREEMENT WITH IPS ADVISORS, INC. FOR CONSULTING 
SERVICES ASSOCIATED WITH EMPLOYEE AND RETIREE INSURANCE BENEFITS 

 
The City Council was provided with a memorandum from David Miller.  The City Manager 
informed the City Council that IPS Advisors, Inc. (IPS) was previously retained by the City to 
assist with employee/retiree group insurance benefits.  The City Manager noted that the City of 
Nederland is also a participant in this agreement.  The City Manager stated that the original one 
(1) year term of the contract expired on February 28, 2014 and the agreement allowed for four 
(4) successive one (1) year renewals contingent upon the mutual agreement of all parties; last 
year, the third renewal was approved by the City Council.  The City Manager informed the City 
Council that staff from both Port Neches and Nederland have been satisfied with the 
assistance/guidance provided by IPS; additionally, IPS is agreeable to a renewal.  The new term 
of the IPS contract would be March 1, 2017 – February 28, 2018. 
 
Councilmember McMahon made a motion to approve a one (1) year renewal of the agreement 
with IPS Advisors, Inc, seconded by Mayor Pro Tem Arnold.  MOTION PASSED BY UNANIMOUS 
VOTE.    

 



Minutes from the City Council Meeting – February 2, 2017 

 
 

3 

 

AGENDA ITEM 11 - APPROVAL OF THE FIRST READING OF RESOLUTION NO. 2017-01, AUTHORIZING 
THE PORT NECHES ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION TO GRANT FUNDS TO JETS FIRE AND 
SAFETY 

 
The City Council was provided with a copy of a memorandum from Amy Guidroz and proposed 
Resolution No. 2017-01.  The City Manager stated that this document authorizes the Port 
Neches Economic Development Corporation (PNEDC) to expend funds in an amount not to 
exceed $50,000 to JETS Fire and Safety; the PNEDC approved the expenditure at their February 
26, 2016 meeting.  He stated that State Statute requires that a City Council approve, by 
Resolution, any potential economic development expenditure in excess of $10,000 that is 
awarded by an Economic Development Corporation.  The City Manager informed the City 
Council that two (2) readings of the Resolution are required and, as such, this item will also be 
included on the February 16, 2017 agenda. 
 
Mayor Pro Tem Arnold made a motion to approve the first reading of Resolution No. 2017-01, 
authorizing funding to JETS Fire and Safety, seconded by Councilmember McMahon.  MOTION 
PASSED BY UNANIMOUS VOTE.    

 
AGENDA ITEM 12 - APPROVAL OF THE PURCHASE OF A STORM WATER PUMP FOR THE WASTEWATER 
TREATMENT PLANT 

 
The City Council was provided with a purchase requisition for the purchase of a storm water 
pump for the Wastewater Treatment Plant.  The City Manager informed the City Council that 
the Wastewater Treatment Plant has again experienced a pump failure.  He stated that in this 
situation, it was determined that it would not be economically feasible to repair the pump due 
to its age and condition.  He stated that staff has reviewed alternatives for a new pump and has 
recommended that a Barnes pump be purchased from Pump Solutions, Inc. in the amount of 
$34,989; the estimated delivery time is six (6) to eight (8) weeks.  The City Manager noted that 
this pump is similar to what was included on the last agenda as staff works to ensure the 
operational capability of the Main A Lift Station. 
 
Councilmember Gauthier made a motion to approve the purchase of a storm water pump from 
Pump Solutions, Inc. in the amount of $34,989, seconded by Councilmember Davenport.  
MOTION PASSED BY UNANIMOUS VOTE.    

 
AGENDA ITEM 13 - DISCUSSION REGARDING MOBILE CONCESSIONS 
 

The City Council was provided with a draft ordinance regarding mobile concessions which is 
intended to act as a starting point for discussion.  The City Manager informed the City Council 
that this agenda item is intended to allow for a discussion regarding mobile concessions.  He 
stated that currently the City has no guidelines/regulations that pertain to food 
trucks/trailers/kiosks.  He further stated that in the past, there have been few such vendors 
operate in Port Neches, however, it may become a more frequent occurrence.  The City 
Manager informed the City Council that the purpose of this discussion is to solicit comments 
regarding (1) the need for regulations, (2) what aspects of vendor operations require 
regulations, (3) the extent of regulations.  He noted that this agenda item is discussion only and 
the adoption of any guidelines/requirements would occur at a subsequent meeting subject to 
direction/guidance by the City Council. 
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Mr. Mark Feemster, with Three Cajun Pigs (3143 41st Street, Port Arthur), was present at the 
meeting.  He stated that the draft ordinance appears to be standard compared to other cities. 
He noted that he believes that the permit fee, in the amount of $500, was high for the 
municipality’s size.  He stated that he plans to review the draft ordinance further and attend the 
next open discussion. 
 
Mr. Gary Simoneaux, with Smoking G Bar B Q (1107 Port Neches Avenue), was present at the 
meeting.  He informed the City Council that he agrees that the $500 permit fee seems high.  He 
stated that he plans to review the draft ordinance further and attend the next open discussion.   
 
Mr. Donny Broussard, with Pizza Inn (1501 Magnolia Avenue), was present at the meeting.  He 
stated that he plans to review the draft ordinance and attend the next open discussion to 
provide his input to the City Council.   
 
Mr. Tyler Blount, Neches Brewing Company (1108 Port Neches Avenue), was present at the 
meeting.  He informed the City Council that he recently purchased a food truck.  He expressed 
his concerns about the guidelines for parking locations.  He stated that he will review the draft 
ordinance and attend the next open discussion.  
 
Mr. Gary Richards, Billy Joe’s Bar B Q (2212 5th Street), was present at the meeting.  He 
expressed his concerns about the guidelines for parking locations and the effects it could 
possibly have on standing restaurants.   
 
Councilmember Gauthier asked if there was a way to set a limit on the total number of permits 
that could be issued.  The City Manager informed her that he would need to look into that 
further before he could provide an answer.  
 
The City Manager stated due to the absence of himself and the Mayor at the February 16th 
meeting, the next open discussion on mobile concessions will be on the March 2nd agenda. 
 
NO ACTION TAKEN. 

 
AGENDA ITEM 14 – EXECUTIVE SESSION  
 

Mayor Johnson recessed the regular meeting to enter into Executive Session at 4:38 p.m. to 
discuss the following matters: 
 
Real Property – Texas Government Code, Chapter 551.072 
 
Discuss acquisition, exchange, sale, and/or lease of property. 
 
Litigation – Texas Government Code, Chapter 551.071 
 
Discuss pending and threatened litigation: 
 
Consultation with legal counsel regarding Akhtar Housing Group, LLC, Jeff J. Akhtar, and Gurinda 
Akhtar v. Glenn Johnson, the Mayor of Port Neches, and Chris McMahon, in his official capacity, 
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Adam Anders, in his official capacity, John Davenport, in his official capacity, Robert Arnold, in 
his official capacity, and Julie Gauthier, in her official capacity and the City of Port Neches, Texas. 
 
Economic Development Negotiations, Chapter 551.087 
 
Consultation with City Attorney – Texas Government Code, Chapter 551.071 

 
 
AGENDA ITEM 15 - RECONVENE INTO REGULAR SESSION 

 
Mayor Johnson reconvened the regular meeting of the City Council at 6:45 p.m.  

 
AGENDA ITEM 16 - APPROVAL OF AN AGREEMENT WITH SMITH, MURDAUGH, LITTLE & BONHAM, 
L.L.P. FOR SERVICES ASSOCIATED WITH THE CREATING A SPECIAL PURPOSE DISTRICT 
 

The City Manager informed the City Council that this item is included on the agenda in the event 
that it is determined that it will be beneficial to engage the services of Smith, Murdaugh, Little, 
& Bonham, L.L.P. (SMLB) relative to the creation of a special purpose district.   
 
Councilmember McMahon made a motion to engage the services of Smith, Murdaugh, Little, & 
Bonham, L.L.P. (SMLB) relative to the creation of a special purpose district, seconded by Mayor 
Pro Tem Arnold.  MOTION PASSED BY UNANIMOUS VOTE.    

 
AGENDA ITEM 17 – ADJOURN 
 

There being no further business the meeting was adjourned at 6:47 p.m. 
 
 
 
_________________________________ 
Glenn Johnson, Mayor  
 
 
ATTEST: 
 
 
_________________________________ 
Rene Birdsong, Assistant City Secretary 
 


